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How to Get Involved with NRCS  (Natural Resources Conservation Service)  

NRCS is a federal agency within the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) that provides technical and 
financial assistance to farmers and forest owners . NRCS aims to  help conserve natural resources  while  
improv ing  working lands . 

Applications for NRCS programs are accepted year -round, but applications for fiscal year 202 7 funding 
(Oct. 1, 202 6 –  Sept 30, 202 7) must be submitted by : deadline for FY2027 funding to be announced . 
There is no commitment associated with  applying , but it will allow  you to compete for funding . If selected  
for funding , you will have an opportunity to accept or decline  the offer. 

Relevant Pr actices : The following are NRCS practices  commonly  funded on vegetable  and berry  farms:  

• High Tunnels  

• Low Tunnels  

• Irrigation System Improvements/Water 
Management  

• Cover Cropping  

• Mulching  

• IPM  

• Pollinator Habitat  

• Reduced Tillage  or No -Till  

• Soil Carbon Amendment  

 

Steps to working with NRCS : 
1. Contact your local USDA  field office:   

This is the first step to understanding  the programs and resources  available.  If applying for 
funding, you will also need to register your land with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) . Find your 
local office at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/state -offices/vermont/local -service -centers  or contact 
UVM Extension NRCS Outreach Coordinator.  
 

2. Site Visit and Conservation Plan:  
A conservation planner will visit your property to :  

• discuss your goals  

• identify natural  resource concerns  (e.g . erosion,  soil compaction, organic matter 
depletion, plant pest pressure , inefficient irrigation system )  

• develop a conservation plan  
 

3. Ranking and Funding:   
If you submit an application, NRCS will rank applications for funding based on local resource 
concerns, the quality  of conservation benefit, and the goal s of applicants.  If your application is 
selected for funding , NRCS will offer you a contract to receive financial assistance.   You are not 
obligated to carry out a contract until you have signed it. 
 

4. Implementation:   
Once  a contract is signed and approved , you can implement the conservation practices  as 
outlined in your con tract . NRCS will provide technical assistance and guidance on practice 
implementation.  Payments for implementing conservation practices are provided as a 
reimbursement upon successful completion. Note: S ome participants may be eligible for up to 
50% advanced payment  if they qualify as Beginning Farmer , Veteran Farmer, Socially 
Disadvantaged Farmer or Limited Resource Farmer.   
 

Questions ? Contact UVM Extension’s NRCS Outreach Coordinator: Rachel.Stievater@uvm.edu  or your 
local NRCS office: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/state -offices/vermont/local -service -centers  
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