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Vegetable and Fruit Growers

Please reach out if you want to talk through grant ideas or get help with an application!
Julie Callahan- help with any type of funding for your farm- Julie.callahan@uvm.edu
Rachel Stievater- help understanding and accessing NRCS programs- Rachel.Stievater@uvm.edu
Programs currently accepting applications in the next two months are highlighted.

Last updated September 24, 2026

USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

-Provides technical and financial assistance to address resource concerns (e.g. water quality, soil erosion, soil
health, wildlife and pollinator habitat). An NRCS planner will meet with you to discuss which conservation
practices are a good fit for your farm (e.g. high tunnels, cover crops, mulching, IPM).

-Applications accepted year-round- Deadline for FY 2027 funding is September 25, 2026

-Contact your local NRCS service center to apply. https:/www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-
basics/conservation-by-state/vermont/local-service-centers

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
-Payment varies depending on practices implemented.
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/environmental-quality-incentives-program

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

-To qualify for CSP, you must already use practices that address resource concerns (e.g. cover cropping,
reduced tillage, drip irrigation), then implement additional practices.

-Minimum payment of $4,000/year for a 5-year contract.
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/conservation-stewardship-program

Vermont Agency of Agriculture Food and Markets

Capital Equipment Assistance Program (CEAP)

-Equipment to support water quality on your farm. Successful CEAP applications for vegetable farms include
grain drills, precision fertilizer equipment, and flail mowers.

-90% cost share of up to $50,000 depending on equipment type. https://go.uvm.edu/ceap

-Check back in 2027 for current deadlines. In 2026 the application was open on June and due on July 15.
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/ceap

Farm Agronomic Practices Program

-Implement soil-based practices that improve soil quality, increase crop production, and reduce erosion and
agricultural waste discharges (i.e. cover crops for vegetable farm, rotational grazing for livestock farm)
-8§40-55/acre for cover crop; $15/acre for no till planting

-Deadlines- April 1 (spring and full season cover crops); August 1 (fall cover crops)
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/fap
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FAP Agronomic Training Grant

-Instructional activity grants to support Vermont farmers and service providers to attend events that further
their knowledge of agricultural water quality.

-Up to $2000 per individual per state fiscal year

-Applications must be submitted at least 45 days before the event.
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/fap/training

Working Lands Enterprise Initiative Business Enhancement Grant

-Grant to support your business through projects such as infrastructure development, market development,
workforce training and research and development.

-$10,000-850,000, no match required

-Grant applications will be open from October 9 - December 10, 2026
https://workinglands.vermont.gov/grant-contract-opportunities/business-enhancement-grant

State of Vermont Agency of Commerce and Community Development

Historic Preservation Barn Grants

-Capital building projects for repair and adaptive use of historic agricultural buildings.
-Up to $20,000; 50% match required

-Grant are open now and due on December 7, 2026.
https://accd.vermont.gov/historic-preservation/funding/barn-grants

Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation

Advanced Wood Heating Assistance for Working Lands Businesses

-Technical and financial assistance to install or upgrade advanced wood heating systems.

- Up to $25,000 per project, provided on a reimbursement basis. This program is a 50% cost share; 1:1 match is
required.

-Please contact Molly Willard at Molly.Willard@vermont.gov or 802-261-1681 with questions or to start the pre-
application process.

https:/fpr.vermont.gov/FESGrantProgram

American Farmland Trust

Brighter Future Fund National Grant for Historically Underserved Farmers

-Projects are funded to improve 1) improve farm viability, 2) access, transfer, or permanently protect farmland,
or 3) adopt regenerative farming practices

-Awards up to $5,000 per project

-Check back in 2027

https://farmland.org/brighterfuture

The Fruit Guys Community Fund

-Prioritizes projects that promote sustainable practices and community impact.
-Awards up to $5,000 per project

-Check back in 2027

https://fruitguyscommunityfund.org/
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Champlain Housing Trust

Vermont Farmworker Housing Repair Loan Program (FWH)

-Repairs to improve health and safety of farmworker housing statewide.
-Continuous enrollment

-Forgivable loans of up to $30,000 (0% interest, forgiven over 10 years)
https://www.getahome.org/vermont-farmworker-housing-repair-loan-program

Farmworker Replacement Housing Loan Program (FWHR)

-Replacement of existing farmworker housing statewide

-Loan of up to $120,000 for the cost of building new housing. First $30,000 is forgivable over 10 years.
-Funding availability is limited. Matthew Anthony manthony@getahome.org (802) 810-8217

National Young Farmers Coalition

Next Generation Farmers Fund

-Financial support and technical assistance to beginning farmers and farmers under 40 who are stewarding
land through more sustainable farming practices (e.g soil health efforts, water quality improvements,
biodiversity, supply chain resilience initiatives)

-Grants range from $10,000 to $50,000.

-Applications will open in October 2026, with recipients announced in early 2027.
https://youngfarmers.org/get-involved/next-generation-farmer-fund/

Northeast Organic Farming Association of Vermont (NOFA VT)
Funding to support environmental, financial and social resilience on Vermont farms.

Farmer Resilience Grants

-Improve long-term resilience of the farm and community. Open to all farms.

-Up to $5,000 for individual projects and $20,000 for group projects.

-Check back December 2026.
https://www.nofavt.org/services-resources/farmers/grant-opportunities/farmer-resilience-grants

Vermont Family Farmer Program

-Support long term viability of farms contributing to a resilient agricultural landscape.

-$12,000 award

- Applications due mid-May (July through October Awards). Applications due mid-September 28, 2026
(November through February Awards). Applications due mid-January (March through June Awards).
https://www.vermontfamilyfarmeraward.org/

Farmer Emergency Fund

- Supports organic and NOFA-VT member farmers affected by natural and unnatural disasters.
-$2,500 grants (NOFA VT members); $5,000 grants (VOF certified farms)

-Applications accepted on a rolling basis

https://www.nofavt.org/farmer-emergency-fund
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Pasa Sustainable Agriculture (with NOFA VT assistance)

Advancing Markets for Producers

-To help farms strengthen their businesses, expand markets, and implement conservation practices.
-NOFA-VT’s website explains this opportunity for $15,000+ for business development and marketing or
$50,000+ for conservation practice installation and technical assistance.

-Program details are still evolving, and enrollment may take time and/or fill quickly. NOFA encourages those
interested to apply or submit an interest form soon. Completing the interest form now can help you access
support as it becomes available.
https://www.nofavt.org/about/blog/funding-support-farmers-expand-markets

Farmer Continuing Education Scholarships

-To support attending workshops, trainings, classes, farm tours, etc. and can cover registration fees and travel
expenses.

-Access the application through a link on this NOFA VT webpage explaining more about the scholarships.
https://www.nofavt.org/about/blog/farmer-continuing-education-scholarships-available

USDA Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE)

Farmer Grant Program

-Grants for farmers to explore new concepts in sustainable agriculture conducted through experiments,
surveys, prototypes, on-farm demonstrations or other research and education techniques

-Awards typically range from $5,000 to $30,000.

-Check back in fall 2026.

https://northeast.sare.org/grants/get-a-grant/farmer-grant-program/

USDA Rural Development

Value Added Producer Grant

- Funds activities that generate new products from raw agricultural commodities, create and expand marketing
opportunities or increase producer income through enhanced product value

-Up to $50,000 (planning grants) or up to $200,000 (working capital needs); 50% match required

- Check back winter 2027.
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants

-Grant writing assistance available for businesses in Vermont communities of 5,000 people or less
https://vhcb.org/redi Contact Mariah for more info- Mariah@vhcb.org

Vermont Housing and Conservation Board

VHCB Water Quality Grant

-Grant supporting water quality and long-term business viability.

-$5,000 to $50,000; 50% match required

-Can be used to cost share other state or federal programs (e.g. VAAFM-CEAP or NRCS-EQIP)
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-Check back in fall 2026. Applications due in January
https://vhcb.org/farm-forest-viability/viability-grants/#water-quality

Vermont Land Trust

Eric Rozendaal Memorial Award

- To support projects that exemplify land stewardship, giving back and entrepreneurism
-$5,000 award

-Check back winter 2026/27.

https://vlt.org/eric-rozendaal-award/

Wolfe's Neck Center

Northeast Farmers Fund

-To support adoption of regenerative agricultural practices by local producers in Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont and New York.

-Applications will be open October 1-October 14, 2026

-This website has application questions posted, so you can prepare for this short application window.
https://www.wolfesneck.org/NEFF/

Other Resources

Adg Producers Guide- Local, state, and federal technical and financial assistance
https://www.franklincountynrcd.org/agproducersquide

Vermont Agency of Agriculture Newsletters (Agriview and The Vermont Ag Bulletin)
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/administration/vaafm-news

Vermont Housing and Conservation Board Farm Viability Program
Business planning help to be prepared for grant opportunities- https://vhcb.org/viability

This resource was created with support from the Agricultural Clean Water Initiative Program from the VAAFM
Water Quality Division.
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