
CEAP

Capital Assistance Equipment Program 
(CEAP) for Vermont Vegetable Farms

The  Vermont  Agency  of Agriculture  Food  and  Markets  (VAAFM)  CEAP  program  provides  financial  assistance  for 
equipment  that improves  water  quality  in Vermont . Although  CEAP  funds  are often  awarded  to dairy  farms,  the 
program  can  be valuable  for vegetable  and  berry farms . The  equipment  suited  to your farm  depends  on your farm  
systems,  conservation  concerns,  and  soil  health  goals . Below  are examples  of CEAP  funded  equipment  on 
vegetable  farms  broken  into the program  equipment  categories . The  program  description  stresses  innovative  
solutions,  so  don’t limit  yourself  to these  historically  funded  examples .

Previously funded CEAP equipment on vegetable farms

Cover Crop Equipment to increase or improve 
cover cropping implementation.

• No-till grain drills establish a good stand of cover crop.

• Interseeders  establish cover crops within vegetable 
crops to avoid leaving the soil bare and vulnerable to 
erosion going into fall and winter.

• Cover crop shredder s can effectively chop mature cover 
crops to incorporate them with less tillage.

• A flail collection mower  is used to chop legume -rich 
perennial covers to transfer the benefits of field grown 
cover crop into high tunnels, while increasing the 
amount of permanent ground cover outside the 
tunnels.

• A used John Deere 6620 combine allows for 
incorporating grains and beans into vegetable rotations 
to improve soil cover and health. Harvesting grains for 
both human consumption and cover crop seed is 
another benefit.

Precision Agriculture Equipment to improve 
nutrient management planning and to reduce 
runoff through precision technology.

• A bucket  spreader  with adjustable  openings  allows  for 
precise  applications  of manure -based  compost,  bagged  
amendments,  and  mulch .

• A fertilizer  spreader  with individually  managed  spinners  
prevents  fertilizer  from  being  applied  outside  the 
growing  area . 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.forigo.it/en/shredders
https://www.forigo.it/en/shredders
https://www.iowafarmequipment.com/peruzzo-tractor-pto-flail-mowers.html
https://www.iowafarmequipment.com/peruzzo-tractor-pto-flail-mowers.html
https://www.idealattachments.com/ultimate-spreader/
https://www.idealattachments.com/ultimate-spreader/
https://www.kuhn-usa.com/crop/fertilizer-spreaders
https://www.kuhn-usa.com/crop/fertilizer-spreaders


Conservation Tillage Equipment to reduce 
the frequency or intensity of tillage.

• Roller  crimpers  and  no-till planting  tool bars  can  be 
used  together . For  example,  a tool bar with fertilizer  
hoppers,  coulters,  rippers  and  baskets  used  for garlic  
in crimped  oats  and  squash  in crimped  winter rye.
 

• Any  equipment  that performs  full  width tillage,  deep  
tillage  or soil  inversion  are NOT  eligible  for CEAP .

Important information to apply for the CEAP program

• Find the most up -to-date information here: https://agriculture.vermont.gov/ceap

• NEW! 2027 Grant Applications will open June 1 and be due July 15, 2026.

• Apply for equipment that will improve or expand conservation practices on your farm. Be prepared to 
justify the water quality benefit of this equipment and explain how your management would change if you 
had it. Use of the equipment must post minimal water quality or erosion risks

• Get realistic quotes from reputable dealers or online sales websites for new or used equipment.

• VAAFM reimburses farms for 90% of equipment costs up to $50,000 (cover crop and conservation 
tillage) or $25,000 (precision agriculture). Farms are responsible for shipping costs.

• Even if a piece of equipment was funded in the past, that does not automatically mean it will be funded in 
the future. Come up with innovative solutions that address water quality concerns on your farm.

• Reporting equipment use is required for the first 3 years of the 5 -year grant period. Date stamped photos 
from your phone are useful to track reporting data.

• VAAFM has a webinar covering all the program details. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kg1G68aXYI

Thank you to the farms who shared their experience with the CEAP 
program!  This resource was created with support from the Agricultural 
Clean Water Initiative Program from the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, 
Food and Markets Water Quality Division. Photo credits: Andy Chamberlin 
and Julie Callahan. Created by Julie Callahan and Becky Maden. 
Last updated 4/29/26

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States D epa rtment of Agriculture. University of Vermont 
Extension, Burlington, Vermont. University of Vermont Extension, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating, offer educa tion and employment to everyone without regard to race, 

color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial sta tus . Any reference to commercial products, trade names, or brand 
names is for information only, and no endorsement or approval is intended.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlTJWb4xAEg
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/ceap
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kg1G68aXYI

	Slide 1
	Slide 2

