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All CAPS farms need to complete and submit section #16 for review, yet not all will need to test 

their water. 
 

CAPS REQUIRES an annual water only from farms with water from a private source (well, 

spring, etc) that comes in contact, post-harvest, with produce destine for sale (for washing, 

cooling, cleaning, sorting, etc). The minimum water test standard is “0 cfu* of E.coli” bacteria in 

a 200 ml sample (this is consistent with FSMA’s PSR). The presence of E. coli bacteria in a 

source-water test will prevent a farm from attaining CAPS accreditation. 

 
 
The presence of coliform bacteria, although a problem that should be resolved, will NOT 

prevent a farm from attaining CAPS accreditation.** 
 
If you use municipal water on produce, you do not need to test it. 

 
If post-harvest water never touches any produce for sale, testing is recommended, but NOT 

required. 
 
Further Instructions and Explanation: 
 
The VT Department of Health State Lab is not processing water tests during the COVID 
pandemic.    Until they reopen, we recommend sending samples to Endyne Laboratory (Labs in 
Williston, VT,  Lebanon, NH,  and Plattsburg, NY).  Visit their website, and then call the lab 
nearest to you to place a test order for a numeric count of total coliform and E. coli.  This test 
cost $35.   They will send you test bottles (for another $15), and you can mail samples back 
overnight, drive them to a lab, or use their currier service.  CAPS will do a water test promotion, in 
May, whereby you might be able to score a test bottle, without paying the $15 Shipping fee. 
 
Feel free to contact CAPS Coordinator, Hans Estrin, (802 380 2109) if needed 
 

 
 
  

*  cfu stands for “colony forming units” 

 

** Please note: If your sample tests positive for coliform, that means that some amount of soil has 

contaminated your sample.  This could be caused by a problem with your well, spring, or water 

line, which could lead to further contamination. Thus, it is important to inspect and potentially 

repair or remedy the contamination (e.g. take a year to resolve via resampling, well shocking).  

See the VT DOH Instructions for well and spring disinfection HERE. 
 

 

https://www.endynelabs.com/analytical-services/private-water-testing/
https://www.endynelabs.com/resources-downloads/couriers-and-delivery-services/
mailto:hestin@uvm.edu
https://www.healthvermont.gov/health-environment/drinking-water/disinfection

